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in point of education. Such being the case, our people are
always misled. They cannot save themselves from the hands
of the foreign money lenders. To remove this drawback there
should be compulsory pre-primary education and special
scholarship for giving facility for higher education to Bodo-
students be provided for. As stated before, a large number for
our people are serving the Military and thereby rendering loyal
service to the British Government. We claim certain provincial
and executive posts for some of our people who are getting
higher education.

9. A large number of Bodo Sepoys are included in the
Garkha -regiment and are generally known as Gurkha. To our
opinion, there should be a separate regiment as the Bodo-
Regiment' for the Bodo-people of Assam.

10. Local Boards- The Chairman of the board during
the term of the office-Big land holders should not be allowed
to stand for election form general constituency.There is
objection if they at given special seats in the Boards.
11. In matters of Board election under the Dhubri Local Board,
our community should have separate electorate just like the
Mahammadians- under the thanas of Bilasipara, Kokrajhar
,Bijini and Dhubri. The Bodo people who are in the majority
In those areas should have separate seats at the Dhubri Local
Board. As stated before, our people are llliterate and ignorant.
So they easily misled by others at the time of elections and
consequently, the people of other communities are elected. In
view of the illiteracy, ignorance and influence of other
communities we earnestly pray so that we get separate seats
in Dhubri Local-Board. Such is also the condition of Goalpara
Local-Board. There too we beg we want separate seats.

12. In conclusion, we beg to lay before you that if
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To, The Indian statutory Commission
Known as the Simon Commission.

We the undersigned, on behalf of the Bodo Community
of the district of Goalpara of Assam, beg to submit the
following memorandum. Some of the important points
touching the enquiry with a special reference to the district of
Goalpara and to the Bodo Community of the said district.

1. That the Bodo Community forms a considerable
portion of the population of the district of Goalpara and its
numbers are about 1 lakh 50 thousand. In the whole province
of Assam its numbers are almost eight lakhs. A large number
of Bodos live in the district of Jalpaiguri and Coochbihar in
the province of Bengal. Out of one lakh and fifty thousand,
some thousand have been treated as Hindus which is the cause
of decrease in number of the Bodo population of the district
Goalpara. The Bodo have a distinct civilization of their own.
There should be a separate category as "the Bodos' in the
Census Report. The History shows very clearly the part of tis
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Community has been playing in the history of Assam, since
the time of Bhagadutta, who ruled over Assam during the time
of great Epic, the Mahabharata. Many kings who ruled over
Assam belonged to this race. Bhismak Raja, Bali Raja, Ban
Raja and Viswa Singha all belonged to this race and history
will prove how influential once they were.

2. The people of this race are born warriors and even
now many people have listed their names in the military under
the British Government. The original proprietor of the Bijni
Estate and Coochbihar Estate were people of this race. Butin
the course of time, they styled themselves Hindus. Their
Estates are still existing but are totally ignored. We belong
backwards, failed together the opinion of our community
before. So we could not submit the memorandum in time and
we hope that you will be pleased to accept it and to consider it
favorably for decision as regard Indian constitution, will make
a distinctly new stage in our political life.

3. Electorate: In our opinion, there should not be mixed
electorate. Each section of the people should have the liberty
of sending in their representatives in the local councils. The
peculiar position in which we are placed offers ad practically
no chance of sending our representatives in which, though
there three is a large number of voters in our community. Our
of the total population of the whole district of Goalpara which
numbers about six lakh eighty five thousand eight hundred
and eighty two. Three lakh sixtynine thousand eighty hundred
and eighty two. Three lakhs sixtynine thousand three hundred
ninety seven fall under the heads of non Mohanadians. Non
Mohammadians means Hindus, Christians, Jains, Sickhs and
the like. Aliberal view of the thing show that we cannot enjoy
the advantages of the reform are being enjoyed either by the
Brahmins or by the Khatriyas or by the sudras. So in order to
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safeguard the interest of our community we should have a
separate representative in the local council.

4. In our opinion, there should not be a second chamber
in the local council.

5. At present there are certain restrictions which debar
many top exercise their right of franchise. This should be four
seats should be removed and more liberty be given for that
purpose. There should be four seats in the central legislature.
One for Mahammadians and three for non Mahammadians,
and of the three non Mohammadian seats should be reserved
for Bodos of Assam.

6. Terrotorial pre- distribution- Some interested persons
of our district are agitating for the transfer of the district of
Goalpara over to Bengal. So far as we are concerned, we
opposed to it. Goalpara is a part and parcel of Assam and
history will prove what part she has been plauing since the
time immemorial. The habits and customs of the people of
this district are more akin to Assamese than to Bengalees. We
the Bodos can by no means call ourselves other than Assamese.
The transfer of this district to Bengle will be prejudicial to
the interest not only of this community but all the other
communities, and this transfer will seriously hamper our
progress in all directions.

7. We also desire to put it before you that there be a
subdivision either at Kokrajhat or at Haltugaon within sub-
division of Dhubri. This community should be benefited as
"listed community” and more opening of employment
opportunities be given.

8. Education and appointment-we the undersigned beg
to lay before you that this community should be receive special
treatment at the hands of the Government in matters of
education and appointment. Our community is most backward
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required, any one of us is willing to appear before you and to

give evidence.

(This was read out before the commission while the
commission sat at Shillong on Friday, January 4th, 1929 at 2

p.m.)
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